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Hefa said, “‘In the eighth month (Zechariah 1:1) may have been said 
first, for there is no necessarily implied chronological sequence in the 
account of Scripture.” 


Said R. Jonah, “‘And now, consider from this day onward — before a 
stone was laid [or before a stone is to be laid] upon a stone in the 
Temple of the Lord’ (Haggai 2:15). How [do you chronologically order 
these versus from Haggai and Zechariah]? In the sixth month the 
foundation was laid; in the eighth month this scriptural passage was 
said. If you say they had already laid [stone upon stone in the ninth 
month] what Hefa said is right. But if you say they did not lay [stone 
upon stone in the ninth month], Hefa said nothing.” 


R. Isaac objected, “Does it not say, ‘and it came to pass in the six 
hundred and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, 
[the waters were dried up from off the earth]? (Gen. 8:13)? And was it 
not taught on this verse: ‘the year of the flood its not part of the 
computations [of Noah’s years]’?” 


This could be solved in agreement with R. Eleazar’s opinion, for R. 
Eleazar has said that the world was created in Tishré. 


But is it not written: “[the words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah. ] 
Now it was in the month of Kislev, in they twentieth year (Nehemiah 
1:1); ‘and it was in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year [of 
Artaxerxes the king’ (Nehemiah 2:1)? 


This could be solved in agreement with R. Eleazar’s opinion, for R. 
Eleazar has said, “Any year which does not have thirty days should not 
he classified as a complete year.” 


But is it not written: “And it was the first month in the second year, on 
they first day of they month, that they tabernacle was reared up” (Ex. 
40:17)? If you say that it was [in fact] the third year, [you would argue] 
but since it did not yet have thirty days, they do not classify it as a 
compete year. 


But is it not written: “and it was in they second year, in the second 
month, on the twentieth day of the month, [that the cloud was taken up 
from over the tabernacle of they testimony] (Num. 10:11)? And behold 
the year has fifty days and they did not classify it as a complete year? 


This is one of the challenges raised by R. Isaac that remain difficult. 


What is the [practical] difference between the one who says to count 
from Nisan and the one who says to count from Tishré? 


